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SANTA CLARA COUNTY PIONEERS THIRD ANNUAL PIONEER PI CNIC 
AT SAN JOSE HISTORY PARK 

CELEBRATING CALIFORNIA’S  160 th ADMISSION DAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1850 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2010 

11:30 UNTIL 2:00 
TOURS OF THE SAN JOSE FIREFIGHTER’S COLLECTION OF OL D ENGINES HAS 

BEEN ARRANGED, BEGINNING AT 11:00 AM 
THE SAN JOSE MUNICIPAL BAND WILL PLAY FOR US FROM 11:30 UNTIL  

LUNCH IS SERVED AT 12:15 AND AFTER LUNCH FROM 1:15 TO 2:00 
********************************************************************** 
�
�

A NEW Commemorative Badge will be given to paid registrants 
You must have your Name Tag on to be served  

 
Food will be prepared by Andy's BBQ on site  

Menu 
Pork Spareribs, Beef Brisket, BBQ Chicken, Smoked Sausage 

BBQ Beans, Cole Slaw, Mixed Green Salad 
Soft Drinks, Water, Cookies 

Veggie Burgers are available, please request when placing reservations 
******************************************************************* 

Best to get to History Park by 11:30 am, free parking is available in the Parking lot behind 
the Hotel and the Phelan Road parking area, 

Handicapped Parking is available outside the South Gate into the park. 
Drive in to drop off guests is OK but parking is not available inside 

 San Jose History Park 
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Meet Our Director 
Gregory Bergantz 
 Mr. Bergantz 
was appointed music 
director of the San 
Jose Metropolitan 
Band in 1991. Prior 
to that, Mr. 
Bergantz guest 
conducted the South 
Valley Symphony, the 
San Jose Symphony 
Youth Orchestras, 
the Glendale 
Symphony Youth 
Orchestra, and over 
sixty chamber 
orchestra 

performances in Los Angeles. As a graduate student,  Mr. Bergantz 
studied conducting at the University of Southern Ca lifornia with 
Maestro Daniel Lewis, the Institute of Orchestral C onducting with 
Maestro Herbert Blomstedt, and the Chigiana Music F estival in Siena, 
Italy, with Maestro Franco Ferrara.  
 As a free-lance trombonist in the Bay Area, Mr. Be rgantz performs 
regularly with the Oxford Brass, several local symp honies and bands, 
and occasionally, as a featured soloist with the SJ MB. 
 As the music director of the San Jose Metropolitan  Band, Mr. 
Bergantz is known for programming concerts that pro vide a little 
something for everyone: Marches, Waltzes, Patriotic  favorites, Big 
Band medleys, show tunes, film scores, as well as s tandard Military 
and Concert Band repertoire. The band's musical ver satility makes each 
performance a memorable experience. 



 - 3- 

 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA�
 

Notice! Authors Take Note.  Sign up for a table to sell your books at the December Meeting  of 
the Pioneers  Send your name & name of book to Tim Peddy at miltpeddy@aol.com 

 
ADMISSION DAY PICNIC,  1877 

 Coleman Younger, President of the Santa Clara County Pioneers called the meeting to 
order and stated that the object was  to make arrangements for the proper reception of the “Old 
Boys” from San Francisco and as many of them have not had  a “square meal” since ’49,  
 The Society of California Pioneers of San Francisco have decided to picnic at 
O’Donnell’s Gardens on the 8th of September, the 9th falling on Sunday.  They have selected 
Saturday, for the reason that they would have Sunday to rest after the trip. The purpose of the trip 
is to celebrate the Twenty Seventh Anniversary of the Admission of California into the  Union.   
  The Pioneers of this county are preparing a great reception for them.  They will be met at 
the (Railroad) depot and escorted through the city.  In the procession will be a representation of 
an old fashioned emigrant train crossing the plains, and two representatives of California, life in 
’49 and ’50; one representing a camp scene on a Sunday, and the other a mining scene on a 
weekday.  Another feature will be the parade of natives, in which is expected there will be a few 
hundred.  The Pioneers of this county will form at the Opera House, and march thence to the 
depot.  It is the intention to make this a Grand  Affair. � �
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Tours of the Fire Museum  
holdings  
Across Senter Road from 
History Park.  

Did you 
view 
their 

collection last year?  
Come see what equipment they have 
restored.  Help them get a real Fire 
Museum.  
       
Sign Up for  
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     Trips  
 With The 
Californians 
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Essay Contest Winners left to right:  2nd Place Ste phen 
Scordelis, 1st Place Sandra Lathrop Mueller, Creati ve 
Writing Instructor Lynn Rogers, Honorable Mention R ebecca 
Leahy, Honorable Mention Kimberlee Manzo, Honorable  Mention 
Lan-Uyen Trang Stephanie Nguyen, 3rd place winner, 
Rosalinda G. Oneto 
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Support the Pioneers! 
 An auction, to be held Monday, September 6, 2010 at 
Slawinski Auction Company in Scott's Valley on Monday, September 
6, 2010, will feature items donated for sale to benefit the 
California Pioneers of Santa Clara County.  Bid on beautiful 
oil, pastel, watercolor, and ink paintings, a Rockwell Kent 
woodcut print, and art glass! For more information, please visit 
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www.slawinski.com and see lots 170-176 or call (831)335-9000.  
Auction is to be held at 5015 Scotts Valley Drive, Scotts 
Valley, CA 95066    ******  
 
PIONEER GARAGE SALE  The Pioneers were offered a chance to share garage 
sale space with Preservation Action Council of San Jose (PAC*SJ) for the weekend of June 4 th 
and 5th.  Mary Lou Mason was kind enough to allow the Pioneers to spread our “merchandise” 
along her driveway and sidewalk.  A multitude of trinkets, figurines, kitchen items, 
Christmas/holiday décor, furnishings and apparel that came from the Helen Stevens’ Estate were 
taken to 13th Street for the sale.  These were all items that were not considered for future auctions 
and sales.   
 The many boxes of Christmas ornaments and figurines that remained unsold were 
donated to Farrel Podgorsek, to be taken for the Horace Mann School holiday store to benefit 
their children’s Science Camp.  Other unsold items were donated to the Salvation Army and The 
Thrift Box.  (A letter of thanks from the school has been received.) 
 Pioneer members who spent a multitude of hours on that Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
were Jim Zetterquist, Robb Moore, Joan Bohnett, Gayle Frank, Gertrude Klem, Bill Foley and 
Jan Paull.  The mornings were beautiful but the afternoons became quite warm.  PAC*SJ was 
kind enough to offer us food and water to keep us going.  Thank you PAC*SJ.  It was a long 
weekend and we all collapsed by Saturday night.  The effort resulted in $604.  
****************************************************************************** �
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 Our archive of historic films and photos continues to grow!  
As we digitize more and more of your home movies and event 
photography, we're unearthing treasure after treasure.  We've 
found films of streetcars on Santa Clara Street in the mid-
thirties, floods in Alviso in 1938, down town parades in the 
forties and fifties, air shows at Moffett Field in 1961, and 
even the razing of the old Santa Clara City Hall, which was 
replaced by Franklin Mall in 1966.  
  Our most exciting find is a 1906 silent studio film called 
"The Revenge of The Indian."  This very early movie was shown in 
San Jose theaters and stored for over 90 years in the attic of 
Charles and Helen Stevens, who generously donated their historic 
collections and estate to the Pioneers.  We are working hard 
with Monaco Film and Digital Labs in San Francisco and with the 
Library of Congress to get this film conserved and possibly 
restored.  We are by no means finished, but our beginnings are 
already a massive success.  
  You can already find our digitized version of Austen 
Warburton's home movies in the Santa Clara City Library and some 
of our footage of orchards and old Los Gatos makes up a portion 
of a new DVD, We And Our Neighbors, a documentary about the 
historic Union District club-house.  
  We have digitized only a small portion of our collection, 
and the amount of films we are finding in the community is 
encouraging us to expand our efforts!  We need you to go into 
your attic, dust off that old shoebox in your closet, or go 
digging through your basement, and find your old films!  All 
those picnics at Alum Rock Park, those San Jose State football 
games, those birthdays at Happy Hollow, and those movies around 
your neighborhood are educational gold to the Pioneers.  Rather 
than keep them hidden, waiting for time to eat them away, share 
them with the world.  Film is delicate, and doesn't keep 
forever.  
  The Pioneers are professionals, and we can clean, store, 
and digitize your films so that the originals keep for the next 
century and the movies can be seen by your children and your 
childrens' children. If you have films to donate, or if you 
would like DVDs made of your films to share with your relatives 
and friends, or if you would like to purchase a DVD of the 
documentary "We And Our Neighbors," please contact Bill Foley at 
(408) 317-8249 or email him at IAMSPARTACUS@GMAIL.COM 
****************************************************************
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DELINQUENT ANNUAL DUES  
 THERE ARE 161 MEMBERS WHO HAVE NOT PAID THEIR DUES FOR  THIS 
YEAR. THEIR NAMES HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM THE TRAILB LAZER 
MAILING LIST. IF ANYONE SAYS THEY HAVEN’T RECEIVED THEIR 
TRAILBLAZER, ASK THEM IF THEY HAVE PAID THEIR DUES.  
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Retired Santa Clara County JUDGE MARK E. THOMAS, JR., a keen 
historian of the local legal community and a member  of the 
Pioneers, died July 18, 2010 of complications from prostate 
cancer. He was 80.  A memorial was held July 31, at  St. 
Francis Episcopal Church in San Jose. 
 Thomas was appointed in January 1975 to the Sunnyv ale-
Cupertino District Municipal Court bench by Gov. Ro nald 
Reagan and elevated to the Superior Court bench in 1983 by 
Gov. George Deukmejian.  He retired from the bench in 1991 
and went to work for Judicial Arbitration Mediation  
Services in San Jose in 1995. 
 Thomas wrote at least 11 historical books and doze ns of 
articles. He delved into topics as varied as the History of 
the San Benito County Courts , the Legal History of Santa 
Cruz County , and Santa Clara University School of Law . 
This year, he wrote the History of the Santa Clara County 
Law Library  and the Santa Clara County Legal Secretaries 
Association , and contributed to a book about late Santa 
Clara Judge Wayne Kanemoto . 
Over the years, Thomas also served on the history c ommittee 
of the California Judges Association. 
 Santa Clara County Superior Court Judge Paul Berna l 
described Thomas' ideas at court and in historical society 
meetings as practical and full of fun.  Besides bei ng a 
"smart, fair jurist," Bernal wrote in an e-mail, Th omas was 
a memorable judge for "his warmth that was evident in every 
court hearing, his humor, which was quick and welco ming, 
and his encyclopedic knowledge of all things histor ic." 
 Born in San Jose in 1930, to Mark and  Helen Thoma s, he 
was raised throughout the U.S. due to his father's service 
in the Army during world War II.  Thomas graduated from 
Lincoln High School in 1947 and from Stanford Unive rsity in 
1951. Mark played trumpet in the Stanford Band and several 
jazz bands while in college.  He served as a first 
lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps during the Kore an War, 
serving as a platoon leader. He graduated from  San ta Clara 
Law School in 1956.  He started his own personal in jury and 
family law practice, Thomas, James & Pendleton.  In  1975, 
he was appointed to the Municipal Court in the city  of 
Sunnyvale and in 1983 to the Superior Court of Sant a Clara 
County.  He retired in 1991.  From 1995 to 2010, he  worked 
with Judicial Arbitration and Mediation Services.   
 Mark enjoyed legal history and authored dozens of 
articles in legal newspapers and wrote several book s.  
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Three weeks ago, Thomas record-ed the oral history of 
Gerald Uelmen, Santa Clara law professor and former  dean, 
in preparation for the school's 100th anniversary. "He 
really had a passion for history," Uelmen said. "We 're 
going to miss him. He was really a presence that we  greatly 
treasured." 
 During his last week, Thomas was signing copies of  his 
history of the law school for his alma mater, said his 
daughter, Eileen Thomas-Werner.  Yet to be publishe d is 
Thomas' last book, Memoirs of a Santa Clara County Judge. 
He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Marjolie, h is four 
children, Colleen, Eileen, Steve and Ward and seven  
grandchildren. 
*************************************************** ********
*************  
GONE BEYOND THE GOLDEN HILLS OF CALIFORNIA   
Deane A. Barberi                                Blair Becket    Lorraine Beckett                                        
Carolyn D. Grisham   Elsie Kinsey                                        Ralph E. Kinsey 
Pat Loomis                 Richard A. Messina Mark Thomas                    Lenora “Jackie” Tucke 
NEW MEMBERS 
Augustine Gonzales                      Joshua L. Marcotte   Nancy C. Martin                                                
Diane McQuillen William L. Moore           Noriene (Renie) M. Razor         Jo Ann Renk 
 Please welcome these new members of the California Pioneers of Santa Clara County. 
When you get a chance introduce yourselves. 
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President, James R. Zetterquist  2499 Cottle Av, San Jose, CA, 95125-4011   
  408-267-8744      0(thewoodencrown@att.net ) 
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1st Vice President  Tim Peddy (Web master, Luncheon coordinator, book publications,      
  Hacienda Cemetery) 2940 Rustic Dr., San Jose, CA  95124-1563    
  408-377-6054     (miltpeddy@aol.com)  
2 nd Vice President Bill Foley (Hacienda Cemetery, co-webmaster, videographer )  
  1251 Madrona Av, San   Jose, CA 95125-3548   
  408-317-9249   ( IAMSPARTACUS@gmail.com ) 
Treasurer Ken Machado-2131 Dry Creek Road, San Jose, CA 95111-2032  
  408-723-4056   (7m-ken@msn.com ) 
 Membership  Chair, Robb Moore  1117  Norstad St., San Jose, CA 95128-3458    
  408-275-6889    (robbmooresj@att.net ) 
Recording Secretary, Gayle Frank  1117  Norstad St., San Jose, CA 95128-3458   
  408-275-6889    ( frank.gayle@att.net ) 
Marshall  & Liaison with Historical Societies-, Parade Co-ordinator  Rick  Helin  
  1517 San Joaquin Av,   San Jose, CA 95118-1062      
   408-792-2061    (rickhelin@aol.com ) 
Parliamentarian Melita Kelly  - 460 N. 15th St., San Jose, CA      95112-1725       
   408-292-2385     (melikel@pacbell.net  
President Emeritus Jerry Rosenthal 6317 Whaley Dr, San Jose, CA 95135-1446    
   408-270-3101     (b25gunner@comcast.net )  
President Emeritus Bob Fisher   3435 Yuba Av., San Jose, CA 95117-2966      
   408-241-0224     (Beyefisher@sbcglobal.net ) 
Member At Large- Jan Paull,  919 Willow Glen Way, San Jose, CA 95125-3344  
  408-293-5166   - ( jan.paull global.@sbcnet  )    
Member At Large -Paul Bernal  
Member At Large -Joan Bohnett  940 Plaza Dr., San Jose, CA 95125-2258  
  408-295-3340      (jbohnett@sbcglobal.net) 
Historian –Trail Blazer Editor Mary Lou Lyon 879 Lily Av  Cupertino, CA  95014  
  408-253-9514   (malyon_1999@yahoo.com)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


