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I chose to write this essay on the history of the Orsetti family mostly because it is
personally important to me. Emilio Paulo Orsetti, the first generation of the Orsetti family to
come from Italy to America, was my great-grandfather. Emilio Aladino Orsetti, his son, was my
grandfather, and his wife Teresa Sunseri Orsetti, my grandmother. Marlene Orsetti Manzo is my
mother, and my family lives on the Orsetti property to this day.

As soon as our family found out that the high-speed train from Sacramento to San Diego
was cutting through Gilroy and could possibly go right up our driveway, my mom began
immediately going to meetings concerning the plans for the train and advocating against the
plans for it to destroy private properties. She wrote a letter to the editor in the Gilroy Dispatch,
which finally brought attention to the situation. That letter inspired the Dispatch to send out a
reporter to write an article on the property and its history for the featured Pride Edition. With this
essay, | wanted to bring even more awareness to people about the Orsetti property and its
importance, while mentioning the possible future for this land and other private properties. | am
hoping to somehow make a difference to protect the hopes and dreams that my great-
grandparents and other determined, hard-working people toiled relentlessly for to get where they
are today.

In the essay, I first discuss the influence of Emilio Paulo and Louise Garbarino Orsetti,
my great-grandparents. Next, I address the accomplishments of Emilio Aladino and Teresa
Sunseri Orsetti, my grandparents. I talk about Mark Orsetti, my uncle, and Marlene Orsetti
Manzo, my mother, third. Finally, I broach the topic of the high-speed train and how this project
could affect the Orsettis and other families. It would be extremely satisfying for me to help

someone recognize the historical and current importance of this family in Santa Clara County.
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Picture a man about five feet eleven inches, with a perfect posture (frequently mistaken
for well over six feet tall), farm-tanned skin, a thick shock of white hair, and deep twinkling
green eyes. He is dressed in faded blue jeans, a white v-neck t-shirt underneath a long-sleeved
button-up beige shirt and old, denim jacket (sometimes layered in two), walking up a driveway
in dirt-caked, brown work boots, carrying a handful of mail or newspaper from three mailboxes
that line Buena Vista Avenue. The driveway is edged on both sides with beautifully blossoming
prune trees and has been located on the outskirts of Gilroy, California for ninety-eight years. He
waves to his daughter driving down the gravel path in the opposite direction, off to work and
taking her children to school. The man is Emilio (Emile) Aladino Orsetti. The scene described is
one that played frequently until early 2006. It is revisited often in the memories of Emile's
descendants. Though he is gone, the Orsetti legacy lives on in what he left behind. The Orsettis
residing in Gilroy have made a significant impact in Santa Clara County, although many of their
influences go unrecorded. From the time Emilio Paulo Orsetti (Emilio Aladino's father) came to
America from Italy, Santa Clara County has grown a lot to accommodate farmers and students
especially. This growth has flourished with behind-the-scenes help from the Orsetti family. Each
member of the Orsetti family who lived in Gilroy, California is an inspiring role model for great
work ethics and strong familial connections. Emilio Paulo and Louise Garbarino Orsetti first
established the Orsetti family in Gilroy and began the legacy with their orchard, setting an
example for generations to follow and impacting Santa Clara County in ways that have survived
ninety-eight years. Emilio Aladino and Teresa Sunseri Orsetti continued the family business and

enhanced Santa Clara County in the areas of agriculture, education, and safety. Today, Mark
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Orsetti and Marlene Orsetti Manzo continue the Orsetti heritage and also influence Santa Clara
County's agriculture and education. Each aspect of the Orsetti family, while not commonly
known, is historically important and means a lot to many people across Santa Clara County.

Emilio Paulo Orsetti arrived in California in 1902 after leaving Italy at age sixteen

(around 1893) in search of a better life. Once in San Joaquin Valley, near the town of Firebaugh,
Emilio began working for Miller and Lux, once the largest cattle producer in California (Orsetti).
He was later transferred to another ranch belonging to Miller and Lux over Pacheco Pass, in
Gilroy. He worked for ninety-six cents a day, from sunrise to sunset, and earned a reputation as a
good worker (Orsetti). In Gilroy he met Louise Garbarino, who was thirteen years his junior
(Manzo). They married in 1905, and vowed to overcome poverty together ("Calloused Hands").
In 1911, the couple was encouraged to purchase 11.75 acres of land on Buena Vista Avenue for
$175 an acre. They gave a down payment of $50 in a gold piece (Orsetti). The purchase required
that the land be planted with prune trees; thus the Orsetti prune orchard was established. In 1920,
they bought the ten acre homestead next door for $300 an acre (Manzo). Emilio built a house and
a barn, and dug a well for water while expanding the orchard by planting more prunes (Orsetti).
At this time, Buena Vista was merely a dirt road, and nearby Llagas Creek didn't have a bridge.
Emilio, being a “real pioneer of the era,” petitioned the supervisor to build a bridge to make
transportation into town more efficient (Orsetti). His petition passed, a bridge was put in place,
thus making it easier for people to buy and sell goods in town. Also during this time, Emilio and
Louise raised their nephew Aladino until he was eighteen years old (Orsetti). In 1924, Louise
gave birth to their only son, Emilio Aladino Orsetti, Emile for short. During the Great

Depression, the Orsettis wanted to withdraw their saved money from the bank, but found that



Clara County; however, it was previously stated that much of the Orsettis' impact goes mostly
unnoticed. If it wasn't for Emilio, Llagas Creek would not have had a bridge, and the Orsetti
family would not have a source of income nor a place to live. Also, Aladino Orsetti would not
have had the same opportunities as he did with his uncle and aunt had they not been around to
support him. The major achievement that affects Santa Clara County is the fact that the orchard
is still around today. It is one of four or five remaining prune orchards in Santa Clara County; its
harvest is delivered to Sunsweet, who distributes the fruit all over the country. Today the family
farms five acres of prunes, and throughout the years, people slow their cars by the orchard to
take pictures of the mustard flowers blooming or the prune blossoms ("Calloused Hands"). Some
people even stop to pluck a few fruits from the trees for their own enjoyment. Bringing those
small joys to people's lives is one of the significant ways that the Orsetti history has impacted
Santa Clara County.

The Orsetti orchard probably would not exist today if it weren't for Emilio Aladino
(Emile) and Teresa Sunseri Orsetti. At one point in time, Emilio Paulo suggested possibly selling
the land because, in his old age, it was getting difficult to raise prunes on so many acres. He

didn't want to burden his son with the job, but Emile opposed this idea and pleaded with his






























