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Stanford University: Its History, Legacy, and Influence
Rebecca Leahy

Veritas Christian Academy
Miss Deanna Wallace

Preface

Stanford University has a rich history. From the very beginning, with 559 students, to the
modern day number of around 15,200 students. Stanford has had an impact on many lives,
through its many schools. Whether training to become a doctor or nurse, or preparing to brave
the business industry, Stanford has many schools to prepare its students for different professions.

Stanford University’s campus is very large, 8,180 acres in all, which allows it to facilitate
specific schools. If you are looking to prepare for a job in the medical field, Stanford has a
school specifically designed for training students to become doctors nurses, surgeons and other
people working in the medical industry. Although, it is not just healthcare that Stanford prepares
students for, Stanford University also has many other schools on campus. For example the
Graduate School of Business and the School of law are two of the seven schools specifically
tailored to a single industry.

Celebrating over a hundred years of work, Stanford University first began as a memorial.
Leland and Jane Stanford, the founders of the university, were looking for a way to preserve their
fifteen year old son’s memory. Leland Stanford, Jr. had died of Typhoid Fever while in Florence,

Italy. Read on to find the results of those seeds planted by Mr. and Mrs. Stanford.



Introduction

What do you think of when you hear the name Stanford? Do you think of the world
renowned university, or the man with an entrepreneurial spirit looking for a way to memorialize
his son? When Stanford University was created, very few knew of its existence. As the school
grew in reputation, an increasing number of people began to recognize the name. Let us begin
with the Stanford family’s story.

I'he Stanford Family History

Leland Stanford was born on
March 9, 1824, in the town of Watervliet,
New York. His parents, Josiah and
Elizabeth Phillips Stanford, had seven
other children. Stanford was tutored at
home until 1839. He then attended
Clinton Liberal Institute in Clinton, New
York, and studied law at Cazenovia
Seminary in Cazenovia, New York. To
the right is a picture of him.

Jane Elizabeth Lathrop was born

on August 25, 1828, to Dyer and Jane

I eland Staniord

Ann Shields Lathrop, a Christian couple UL ». Senator and Prew't Board of Exceutive Commitiee 5o, Pac. K. K

who lived in Albany, New York. Jane was the third of seven children. She, like many women

during her time, was educated at home.



Leland Stanford and Jane Lathrop were married on September 30, 1850. They moved to

their first home in Port Washington, Wisconsin, where Leland established a law practice. Yet, in

1852, a fire destroyed Leland’s office and library. Soon after, Leland departed for California,

where his five brothers were. Jane’s family insisted that she come home to them, and she
Yy

complied. She spent the next three years caring for her sick father. Jane sorely missed Leland,

and the separation took its toll on her. The other people of Albany called her a “deserted bride.”

In June of 1855, Leland returned to Albany after
hearing about his father-in-law’s death. He and Jane settled on
moving out to Sacramento, California. Later on, they were
joined by her mother, sister, and three brothers. Leland ran for
governor of California in 1861, and succeeded. He was
governor of California for two years. 1861 was also the same
year Leland became president of the Central Pacific Railroad.
Leland was a part of the “Big Four,” four different
entrepreneurs that all owned a fourth of the railroad. After the
railroads were completed, the Golden Spike was presented at
Promontory, Utah. Leland was the man that drove the spike

into the track.

Jane Stanford

At age 39, Jane gave birth to their first son on May 14, 1868. He was named Leland

Dewitt Stanford, but preferred the name Leland Stanford, Jr. During the 1880s, the Stanford

family toured Europe on two different occasions. Leland Stanford, Jr. went on this trip to gather

artifacts for the museum he wished to open someday. Sadly, Leland Stanford, Jr., fell ill with



Typhoid Fever while in Florence, Italy. He died there, at age 15, after battling the illness for
several weeks. Leland, Sr. and Jane were devastated, and began to seek out a way to memorialize
him.

While this idea was brewing in their heads, San Francisco was booming, while nearby
Palo Alto, the future site of the university, was mostly uninhabited. Wells Fargo was being
established in San Francisco by Henry Wells and William Fargo. Palo Alto was most
uninhabited, just waiting for someone to use the land. Earlier on, Leland had bought almost half
of the land that would eventually become incorporated as Palo Alto.

The Stanford family began planning memorials for their son when they arrived back from
Italy. They visited several universities on the East coast to gather ideas. On November 11, 1885,
Leland and Jane signed the grant that would found the Leland Stanford Junior University. Over
the next few years, Leland and Jane began to plan out several aspects of the soon-to-be
university. Jane wanted to include a museum with the artifacts that Leland Stanford, Jr. had
collected in Italy.

On October 1, 1891, Leland Stanford Junior University was opened, with a student body
of 559 men and women, along with 15 faculty. David Starr Jordan was the first president of
Stanford University. Out of the 15 faculty, six were professors. This included Dr. Andrew D.
White, F. Stanford, Horace B. Gale, Professor Joseph Swain, and Douglass H. Campbell. When
Stanford opened, it did not charge tuition. The university’s motto, introduced by David Starr
Jordan, became a German saying, “Die Luft der Freiheit weht.” In English, this is translated as

“The Wind of Freedom Blows.”



out of an account that had belonged to Leland, Jr.

Jane began to seek out a quieter life in 1903, and sought to travel the world. She
embarked on a trip to Australia, Asia, and the Middle East. In February of 1905, Jane prepared
for a second world trip. She informed the Board of Trustees that she would be selling her
jewelry, and that she would establish a “Jewel Fund.” To this day, the fund continues to pay for

hundreds of books and other materials for the usage of the faculty and students.




































