
Helen Stevens Historical Tea Held 
 
 
The California Pioneers of Santa Clara County held a 
Helen Stevens Historical Tea at the Paulson House 
on Saturday, March 19th.  Since the dining room only 
holds ten people at the table, it was a small, special 
group who had a great time visiting, eating and 
sampling various teas. 
 
Guests were Ethel Reinegger, Bev Blockie, Patt 
Curia, Ellen Garboske, Carolyn Mancus, Marilyn 
Mancus, Ruth Ada Clark, Humberto Reynoso, 
Warren Eggly and Madeline Harris.  In our 
President’s Gallery, located in the hall, Ruth Ada 
Clark pointed out pictures of her late husband, John 
W. Clark (Pioneer President from 1981-84) and 
another relative, Minnie Clark (Pioneer President in 
1962-63 and 1965-66).   
 
Robb Moore, Gayle Frank and Joan Bohnett hosted 
the tea, serving sandwiches, scones with blackberry 
preserves, clotted cream or lemon curd, waldorf 
salad, muffins, cheesecake petits fours, European 
chocolate cookies, key lime bars and Robb Moore’s 
special Scottish shortbread.  Five types of teas were 
offered.   

Linens, china, silver, serving dishes and fancy aprons 
were used from the Helen Stevens estate.  The Helen 
and Charles Stevens estate was bequeathed to the 
Pioneers in 2010 and it was Helen’s wish that her 
lovely things would be used for entertaining, such as 
a tea.   
 
While the food was being set out on the table, Ethel 
Reinegger and Bev Blockie (previous docents) 
showed the rest of the guests each room in the 
Paulson House. Our visitors enjoyed the Helen and 
Charles Stevens bedroom, which is furnished from 
the Stevens estate, the parlor and dining room with 
many furnishings and artifacts from the 
Jackson/Cochran estate, the office with a wax figure 
of Clyde Arbuckle, and beautiful paintings 
throughout the house by well-known artists, Andrew 
Hill, A.D.M. Cooper and others.  
 
After a leisurely visit in the parlor, the rain began to 
fall, and we all said good-by after a lovely afternoon. 
Helen Stevens entertained often and was very proud 
of her beautiful things.  We hope we did justice to her 
wishes. 

 

                     
  Ethel Reinegger, Carolyn Mancus, Marilyn Mancus            Joan Bohnett, Robb Moore & Gayle Frank 
           and Patt Curia enjoy the delicacies. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
  Ethel Reinegger and Bev Blockie.  

 

 
Ada Ruth Clark stands in the Hall of the Presidents 
Gallery next to her husband’s picture (John Clark), 
middle row to the right.  

 

 

 

 
Carolyn Mancu, Marilyn Mancus, Patt Curia       
and Warren Eggly partake of the desserts. 

 

 
From left, Madeline Harris, Humberto Reynoso, Bev    
Blockie, and Ellen Garboske.  Note the beautiful parlor 
in the background. 

 
 

 


